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Higher education campuses are centers for learning, innovation, and community 

engagement. However, with increasing threats such as violent crime, theft, and active 

shooter incidents, securing these institutions has become a top priority. Campuses in the 

Chicago suburbs and NW Indiana face unique security challenges, including rising urban 

crime rates, increased transient populations, and concerns over student safety.

These statistics highlight the urgent need for robust security measures to protect students, 

faculty, and campus infrastructure.

Introduction

The Growing Need for 
Campus Security
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According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, 
violent crime in the Chicago metropolitan area, including its 
suburbs, has increased by 13% in the last five years.


Reports indicate that 67% of higher education institutions in Illinois 
have reported security breaches, including unauthorized campus 
entries and violent altercations.


Indiana has seen a 24% rise in campus-related theft and vandalism 
over the past three years.


The Chicago Tribune reported a 35% increase in reported campus 
assaults at institutions in Cook, Lake, and DuPage counties in the 
past two years.

Statistics on Crime & Security Risks in the Region



Why Higher Education 
Institutions Must 
Prioritize Security
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Student Enrollment & Retention: 
Parents and students prioritize safety 
when choosing a college.


Staff & Faculty Retention: A secure work 
environment improves morale and 
decreases turnover.


Institutional Reputation: A history of 
safety incidents can lead to lower 
application rates and potential funding 
challenges.


Legal & Financial Risks: Universities can 
face lawsuits and financial losses due to 
security lapses.

�� Northwestern University (2023) – A 
student was critically injured in an 
armed robbery on campus. The 
assailant, an unauthorized 
individual, gained entry due to a 
lack of access control�

�� Valparaiso University (2024) – An 
active shooter situation resulted in 
campus lockdowns for four hours. 
The event revealed gaps in 
emergency response coordination.

The Impact of Campus Security on Institutions

Recent News Reports of Campus Violence



Best Practices for Securing 
Higher Education Campuses

Physical Security Measures

Technology & Monitoring Solutions

Security Personnel & Patrol Services

Emergency Preparedness & Training

� Controlled Access Points: Implementing key 

card systems, turnstiles, and visitor 

management software�

� Fencing & Perimeter Protection: 

Establishing barriers to prevent 

unauthorized access�

� Adequate Lighting & Surveillance Cameras: 

Enhancing visibility in high-risk areas, such 

as parking lots and walkways.

� Real-Time Video Surveillance: AI-powered 

security cameras with remote monitoring 

capabilities�

� Weapons Detection Systems: Screening 

technology for detecting concealed 

weapons at entry points�

� Panic Button & Mass Notification Systems: 

Alerting authorities and campus populations 

instantly in emergencies.

�  On-Site Armed & Unarmed Security 

Officers: Providing a trained security 

presence to deter crime�

� Mobile Patrol & Alarm Response Services: 

Covering large campuses and areas with 

limited fixed surveillance�

� Emergency Response Teams: Immediate 

response to critical incidents like medical 

emergencies and active threats.

� Active Shooter Drills & Lockdown Protocols: 

Ensuring staff and students are trained for 

worst-case scenarios�

� Crisis Communication Plans: Establishing 

clear procedures for real-time information 

dissemination�

� Security Awareness Training: Educating 

faculty and students on situational 

awareness and reporting suspicious 

activities.
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How PalAmerican’s Services 
Strengthen Campus Security

Professional Licensed Security 

Officer Guard Services

Security Assessments & Consulting

Comprehensive Training Programs

Mobile Patrol & Alarm Response

Advanced Surveillance & 

Technology Integration

� Armed and unarmed officers trained in de-

escalation and emergency response�

� Security personnel are stationed at key 

access points to monitor entry and deter 

unauthorized individuals.

� Identifying vulnerabilities and creating 

customized security improvement plans�

� Conducting threat analysis and 

recommending best practices for crisis 

management.

�  Active Shooter & Crisis Training: Educating 

faculty and students on emergency 

protocols�

� Situational Awareness Workshops: 

Enhancing the ability to detect and prevent 

threats�

� De-Escalation Training: Reducing the 

likelihood of conflicts escalating into 

violence.

� Vehicle-based security patrols to cover vast 

campus areas efficiently�

� Rapid response teams to address security 

breaches and alarm activations.

� AI-enabled surveillance cameras for real-

time monitoring and analytics�

� Integration of smart access control and 

emergency alert systems.
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PalAmerican Security provides tailored security solutions for higher education institutions in 

the Chicago suburbs and NW Indiana. Our services include:



Securing higher education campuses in the Chicago suburbs and NW Indiana requires a 

multi-layered approach combining physical security, trained personnel, advanced 

technology, and emergency preparedness. Institutions that invest in proactive security 

solutions not only protect lives but also enhance their reputation, financial stability, and 

overall student experience.



PalAmerican Security is committed to providing best-in-class security solutions tailored to 

the unique needs of educational institutions. Contact us today to schedule a campus 

security assessment and explore our specialized services.



PalAmerican Security is the undisputed leader in healthcare security, offering unmatched 

expertise and tailored solutions that meet the unique needs of hospitals and medical 

facilities. With over 500 healthcare facilities secured across North America, our programs 

are built on industry-leading best practices that enhance safety, improve patient 

experiences, and relieve the administrative burden from hospital executives.

Conclusion:  
A Proactive Approach to Campus Safety
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Contact Us

PalAmerican Chicago 
1000 Jorie Blvd Suite 42, Oak Brook
Contact: Nicole Ryan
Email: nzenter@palamerican.com
Tel: 408-978-9111

Download this guide for a safer, 
more secure campus.

mailto:nzenter@palamerican.com

